NO PASSWORD SHARING FOR
NETFLIX

Netflix has ended password sharing in India and
other markets like Kenya, Indonesia and Croatia after
testing it out in countries like US and Canada.

“We will be sending this email to
members who are sharing Netflix outside
their householdin India. A Netflix account
is for use by one household. Everyone
living in that household can use Netflix
wherever they are at home, on the go, on
holiday and take advantage of new
featureslike Transfer Profile and Manage
Access and Devices. We recognise that
our members have many entertainment choices. It iswhy
we continue to invest heavily in a wide variety of new
films and TV shows so whatever your taste, mood or
language and whoever you are watching with, there is
always something satisfying to watch on Netflix," said
the company.

According to Netflix’'s financial report for Q2 for
2023, it hasgained 5.89 million subscribersin Q2, taking
the total number of global streaming paid subscribers to
238.39 million. In Q1, Netflix had added 1.75 million paid
subscribers.

COURT RELIEF
HOTSTAR

The Madras High Court has granted interim
relief to Star India's subsidiary Novi Digital
Entertainment after it filed a plea against
Google Play Store's new billing system,
mediareports said. Novi Digital isthe owner
of Disney+ Hotstar.

The court hasrestrained Google from
delisting Disney+ Hotstar from the app store.

Novi Digital has been told to pay 4%
commission on Play Store downloads. The
company has told the court that as per the
new billing policy app developers have to pay 11%
fee to Google Pay even if they opt for a third-party
payment system.
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GOVT MONITORING OTT CONTENT

& B Minister Anurag Thakur met representatives
of OTT platforms and addressed them on the aspects of
content regulation, user experience, enhancing
accessibility for the specially-abled, overall growth and
innovation of the sector.

Thakur said OTT platforms have
revolutionised the way we consume content,
spurred new talent and showcased regional
content on a global scale.

However, regarding regulation he
said, "OTT players have aresponsihility of
ensuring that their platform does not
propagate vulgarity and abuse camouflaged
as‘creative expression’."

Thakur also said that India was a
diverse country and the platforms must reflect the
collective conscience of the country and provide ahealthy
viewing experiencefor people of all age groups.

"Platforms must also be sensitive to our cultural
diversity aswe unleash India’s creative economy."

The representatives were from leading OTT
platformslikeAmazon PrimeVideo, Netflix, Viacom18 and
TimesInternet.

TRAlI RELEASES CONSULTATION
PAPER FOR OTT

The Telecom Regulatory Authority of India(TRAI)
has released a consultation paper on the regulatory
mechanism for Over-The-Top (OTT)
communication services, and
selective banning of OTT Services.

According to TRAI, the
Department of Telecommunications
(DoT) last year had written aletter and
requested TRAI to reconsider its
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Framework for OTT communication
services and suggest a suitable
regulatory mechanismfor OTTs, including issuesrelating
to 'selective banning of OTT services' as part of its
recommendations. B
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